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The Greek tradition of eminence in the arts and sciences was
well established during the Classical and Byzantine periods but
went into decline-and obscurity-following the Ottoman
conquest of Greece in the fifteenth century. Four centuries later,
the Greeks freed themselves from Turkish rule in the War of
Independence of 1821-1827, and the Modern period of Greek
history began. Today, there are unmistakable signs of a major
reflowering of Greek intellectual thought -particularly in
literature-and there is heightened interest in modern Greek
studies.

In this book, Professor Henderson seeks to fill the gap between
the Byzantine and Modern periods by examining the
development of Greek thought during the last two centuries of
the Turkish occupation.

The author introduces and assesses a sizeable body of Greek
literature written during this period. Largely neglected until
now, and not previously available to scholars in the English
language, the material covers a wide range of topics bearing
upon Greek educational history -philosophy, ethics, cosmology,
physics, mathematics, geography, grammar, and literature. Most
of the material was published by Greek- language presses in the
Diaspora, chiefly in cities with large Greek mercantile
communities, such as Venice, Vienna, and Leipzig. From the

G . HENDEREUN _ early seventeenth century onward, Greeks in the Diaspora
played an important role in the survival of the Greek language
and traditions and in the creation of Greek educational models.
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Professor Henderson approaches the material from both
historical and critical viewpoints. He traces the progress of the
new "enlightenment™ among the Greeks, which culminated, by
the beginning of the nineteenth century, in a remarkable output
of instructional literature and a series of experiments in higher
education within occupied Greece itself.

He analyzes the changing attitudes of the Greek Orthodox
Church toward education, and discusses the spread of
philosophic ideas, the tensions between "Western" and
"Classical" influences in Greek education, and controversies
over the modernization of the Greek language. He concludes



that, during the period from 1620-1830, a striking revival in
Greek thought took place, one which contributed significantly to
the rise of Greek nationalism and the continuity of cultural and
intellectual traditions.
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